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fleet should attempt a sortie, was declared. The Flying Squad-
ron being in line of battle, cruising slowly before the entrance
to the harbor, the plan was to charge in upon the Spanish ships
as they filed out, concentrating our fire upon their leading ves-
sels, with a few guns to work upon those following; if they
escaped this cyclone of gun-fire, to pursue them as far as coal
would permit.

One of the commanding officers asked if the purpose was
to dash into the entrance if the enemy attempted to escape. He
learned, with some emphasis, that such was the purpose and
order.

On May 31st the Harvard arrived from Jamaica, where she
had been sent, as her commander had reported, on May 27th,
that his coal supply was so depleted after he had delivered the
despatches which became so important in Mr. Long's estimation1
that he was unable to reach any home port. Captain Cotton
brought back Pilot Nunez from Jamaica, where he had requested
to go to obtain important papers left there. Nunez was sent
in the Vixen to Asseradores to communicate with the insurgents
who were said to be at that point on the coast. He bore a note
from the commander of the Flying Squadron to General Cer-
bereeo looking to the establishing of a code of signals for com-
munications, and was given verbal instructions to ascertain if all
of Cervera's squadron were at Santiago. On his return, on
June 2d, Nunez reported that he had been obliged to make a
trip of thirty miles into the mountains back of the coast to find
the insurgent general, but with the result that he had learned
that the entire Spanish squadron was in the harbor of Santiago.
Nunez was sent immediately to report this information to Samp-
son. The suggestions of the despatch delivered on May 27th
were thus fulfilled.

On May 31st a reconnaissance of the fortifications was made.
The Colon was lying in the upper reach of the channel, about
one thousand yards from the entrance, where her log-book shows
she had been since May 25th, and just clear of Punta Gorda
battery.

The intention to develop these fortifications was explained
to several officers the evening before, when the instructions of
Mr. Long not to risk hazarding the ships of the American fleet *e method of attack, if the Spanish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